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Purpose 
 The purpose of this class is to introduce to you the major trends, theories, and subfields of International 
Relations.  You will be able to understand the historical events, rivalries, and economic relationships that shape the 
current international environment.  This class will analyze both the push and pull forces of the international 
environment:  everything from environmental policy and political integration to warfare and terrorism.  By the end of 
the semester you should have the rudimentary IR skills to analyze international conflicts, President Bush’s foreign 
policy, and how America is viewed by the world’s most influential nation-states.  
 
 
Expectations 
 Active participation in this class is a crucial component to overall success and a good grade.  Students 
will be expected to regularly (at least twice a week) keep up-to-date on the major issues affecting contemporary 
International Relations.  This information will play an important role in your success on class exams and help 
you achieve a good participation grade.  It is also required that you keep up to date with class reading 
assignments and failure to do so will result in poor grades on pop quizzes and eventual failure for the semester.  
Attendance is required, and more than three unexcused absences will result in a lowered class grade.  
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of almost every class, and therefore coming to class late may result in 
your not being considered “present.” 
 
 
Required Textbooks 
Kegley, Charles W.  World Politics: Trend and Transformation.  New York: Thomson-Wadsworth, 11th Edition.  
2007. 
 
Assorted articles may be placed on Reserve at Hodges Library or posted on Blackboard. 
 
 
Required Websites 
United States:    www.nytimes.com, www.cnn.com, www.foxnews.com, www.wsj.com 
Australia:  www.sydneypost.com   (Sydney) 
Britain:   www.bbc.co.uk/news   (London) 
Canada:  www.globeandmail.com   (Toronto) 
China:   www.chinaview.cn   (Beijing) 
India:   www.hindustantimes.com   (New Delhi) 
Israel:   www.jpost.com    (Jerusalem) 
Japan:   www.asahi.com/english   (Tokyo)  
Nigeria:  www.nigeriaworld.com   (Lagos) 
South Africa:  www.iol.co.za     (Johannesburg) 
United Arab Emirates: www.gulf-news.com   (Abu Dhabi) 
 
 
 
 



Graded Assignments and Course Requirements 
 Students will be expected to complete all readings by the date assigned.  Students are required to keep up with 
major international news events from the required websites.  Exam questions will include information on major current 
events that we discuss in class, and your participation in class discussions and current events research will greatly 
benefit your overall grade.  In addition to a Midterm (March 3rd) and Final (April 30th), you will be assessed based on 
your participation/attendance grade, a short literature review essay (February 13th), and a group project (April 21st). 
 
 
Mid-Term Exam    (20% of your grade—March 3rd) 

The mid-term exam will cover information discussed in class from the beginning of the semester to the start of 
class on February 29th.  It will include an essay, a few short-answer questions, multiple choice, and matching questions 
on class lecture, current events, and the movie Thirteen Days.  A midterm review sheet will be passed out on or before 
February 22nd. 
 
 
Literature Analysis Paper   (20% of your grade—Due February 13th) 
 For the literature analysis paper, you are to choose one book from a list of works of fiction and non-fiction 
dealing with the field of International Relations and write a 5-6 page paper (double-spaced with 1” margins, 12 point 
Times New Roman font) in which you react to and analyze the book that you selected.  I have attached to this syllabus 
a list of books for you to select from.  It is important to realize that this literature analysis paper is not a book report; 
rather, it should show what you thought about the political decisions, events, consequences and issues described in the 
book you selected.  I do not want a detailed description of the plot or a timeline of events, but more a reaction to what 
you learned about International Relations from reading the book.  It is important to apply what you have learned in 
class to the assignment.  Proofread your papers carefully because you will be graded down for poor grammar and 
punctuation. 
 
 
Group Project—Forecasting Assignment (20% of your grade—Due April 21st ) 
 In early March I will divide you into groups of 4 or 5, and you will work together to forecast the future of a 
major event affecting current International Relations.  These will include major instances of conflict or controversy in 
the international arena.  I expect you to work with your classmates to forecast: 1) how the regional and international 
political situation affects your event; 2) the economic consequences of your forecast; and most importantly, 3) what 
you think the future holds.  I want you to approach this project from several angles and use multiple internet sources, 
academic journals, and scholarly publications in your research.  You will be given grading sheets for your peers in 
order to prevent “free-riding” of slackers and ensure that everyone contributes equally.  Past subjects have included the 
“International Ramifications of the Conflict in Chechnya,”  “The North Korean Nuclear Dilemma,”  and “Controlling 
Iran’s Ability to Project Power in the Middle East.”  Half of the group project grade will be based on an in-class 
presentation and half on your team-written twenty-page paper.  Group Presentations will take place on April 16th, 18th, 
and 21st. 
 
 
Final Exam     (25% of your grade—April 30th at 12:30pm) 

The final exam on will be cumulative but will focus largely on the information covered after the mid-term.  It 
will include a variety of short answer, identification, matching, and multiple choice questions, as well as a cumulative 
essay that may draw upon the knowledge you learned from checking the required websites. 
 
 
Attendance/Participation   (15% of your grade) 

 Keeping up with the assigned reading, participating in class discussion, class attendance, and regularly 
checking the list of required news websites will ensure a good participation grade.  I have almost never failed a student 
who has attended more than two-thirds of class sessions; however, almost every student who has missed more than a 
third of class sessions has failed.  I reserve the right to give pop quizzes if it appears that people are not keeping up 
with the assigned reading. Use of your laptop for non-notetaking purposes, listening to an MP3 player, reading a 
book or the Daily Beacon, or texting on/playing with your phone during class time will result in the forfeiture of 20% 
of your participation grade (equal to 3 points off your final average) for each infraction. 
 



Extra Credit   (+3.33 for each up to +10% added to your Participation Grade) 
 Since awareness of international culture is an important part of understanding and enjoying this class and 
being a scholar of international politics, you can benefit from attending university or community-sponsored 
international events.  These could include anything from scholarly lectures to foreign films and musical performances.  
Applicable events will be announced in class and you should be able to fit one, two, or a maximum of three into your 
semester.  After attending the event you will need to write a 1-2 page (double-spaced) description of both what you 
saw and how it influenced your thinking about international culture/politics/society.  This will not substitute for 
missing a large number of classes, but will help if you do not speak up much in class.   
 
 
Blackboard 
 By checking the grades posted on Blackboard, you will be able to keep up-to-date on your progress in the 
class.  Grades will usually be posted on Blackboard about 1-2 days before being handed back in class.  You will also 
be informed of class schedule changes via Blackboard or email, as well as of pertinent announcements that will be 
posted on Blackboard. 
 
 
My Grading Scale 
90-100 A  It can be an Honor Code violation to divulge your scholarship status when  
87-89.99 B+  emailing a professor about final grades.  Don’t beg for a higher grade; accept what  
80-86.99 B  you get.  Unless you believe there has been a mathematical error, I generally don’t 
77-79.99 C+  respond to emails questioning final grades.  The keys to a high grade are hard work,  
70-76.99            C                       participation, and taking advantage of office hours if you are struggling with  
60-69.99 D                       the material. 
 
 
Policy on Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty 
 As defined in Hilltopics, “plagiarism is using the intellectual property or product of someone else without 
giving proper credit.”  I expect every student to live up to the UT Honor Code (as amended in 1995) and to document 
all papers using MLA, APSA, or APA parenthetical documentation styles.  I have caught and successfully prosecuted 
instances of plagiarism, and I am good at detecting it.  Don’t risk your college career in order to save yourself a few 
minutes. 
 
 
Writing Assistance 
 Sadly, only about one out of every four students takes advantage of professors’ office hours in order to discuss 
their academic progress.  Feel free to use my office hours from 1:15-2:15pm on MWF, or make an appointment for 
another time by contacting me by email.  Also, the Writing Center in HSS 211 is open for extended hours to help you 
with writing assignments, they can be contacted at 974-2611 or at writingcenter@utk.edu.  They also serve as a 
Grammar Hotline at 974-2611 for help with grammar problems.  Getting writing help will greatly enhance your grade 
in this class. 
 
 
Travel Advice 
 While there are many areas of the developing world where civil or military strife is present, there are also 
many countries that are safe and fun to visit.  I have traveled extensively in Africa, East Asia, the Middle East, Central 
America, the Caribbean, and Europe, encountering a few minor problems along the way, but never a serious incident.  
If you need any help planning a foreign vacation or study abroad experience and are wondering whether a country or 
region might be interesting to visit, please ask me and I will be happy to help you plan out a trip.  I also cannot 
encourage you strongly enough to take advantage of the numerous study abroad opportunities available to UT students.  
I have traveled to Cameroon on a USC sponsored summer trip and to South Korea on a Fulbright delegation sponsored 
by the federal government, and I most recently spent most of 2002 at the University of Stellenbosch outside Cape 
Town, South Africa, whose website you can access at www.sun.ac.za. 
 



Course Schedule and Reading Assignments (11th Edition)  
 

 
January 9 (W)   Introduction to the Class 
 
 
January 11 (F)   Why Study International Relations?  
    Chapter 1   World Politics: Trend and Transformation (WP)   3-21 
 
 
January 14 (M)   Theories of World Politics: Liberalism and Realism 
    Chapter 2   WP   23-36   
 
 
January 16 (W)   Theories of WP: Neoliberalism and the Constructivist Conception 
    Chapter 2   WP   36-51  
     
 
January 18 (F)   Global and Domestic Determinants of Foreign Policy and Rationality 
    Chapter 3   WP   53-75   
 
 
January 21 (M)   No Class—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

 
 

January 23 (W)   The Bureaucracy and Foreign Policy Decision-Making 
    Chapter 3   WP   75-83  
     
 
January 25 (F)   The Leadership and Foreign Policy Decision Making 
    Chapter 3   WP   83-91 
 
 
January 28 (M)   Great-Power Rivalries:  The Two World Wars 
    Chapter 4   WP   92-108    
 
 
January 30 (W)   Great-Power Relations:  The Cold War and Into the Future 
    Chapter 4   WP   108-128 
 
 
February 1 (F)   The Developing World’s Challenge in a World of Powers 
    Colonialism’s Impact 
    Chapter 5   WP   129-141 
     
 
February 4 (M)   The Gap that Exists—Theories of Underdevelopment 
    Chapter 5   WP   142-167 
 
 
February 6 (W)   The Developing World’s Challenge in Foreign Policy 
    Chapter 5   WP   151-167 
 
 
February 8 (F)   Nonstate Actors: Global Intergovernmental Organizations 
    Chapter 6   WP   168-186    
 
 
February 11 (M)   Regional Organizations in the World System 
    Chapter 6   WP   186-193 
 
 



February 13(W)   Non-Governmental Organizations in the World System 
    Chapter 6   WP   193-217  
 
      
February 15  (F)   Assessing the Human Condition 
    Chapter 7   WP   218-236 
 
  
Februay18 (M)   Movie: Thirteen Days 
    Class in Hodges Library Viewing Room  
 
 
February 20(W)   Movie: Thirteen Days 
    Class in Hodges Library Viewing Room  
  
 
February 22 (F)   Movie: Thirteen Days 
    Class in Hodges Library Viewing Room  
 
 
February 25 (M)   The Rights of Women and Indigenous Peoples   
    Chapter 7   WP   236-256 
 
 
February 27 (W)   Defining Globalization     
    Chapter 8   WP   259-278 
 
 
February 29 (F)   The Effects of Globalization/Midterm Review 
    Chapter 8   WP   279-299 
    **Short Midterm Review—Bring Questions!** 
 
 
March 3 (M)   Midterm!! 
 
 
March 5 (W) Political Economy:  New Changes in the Post-Cold War World 
 Chapter 9   WP   300-323 
 
 
March  7 ((F) Political Economy:  Global Financial Regimes/Free Trade 
 Chapter 9   WP   323-344 
 
 
March 10 (M)   Population Pressures and Environmental Security 
    Chapter 10   WP   346-366   
 
 
March 12 (W)   The Environmental Politics of Energy, Sustainability and  

Preservation 
    Chapter 10   WP   366-396 
 
 
March 14-23 (F-Sun.)  No Class—Enjoy your Spring Break!!! 
 
 
March 24 (M)   21st Century Theories of Armed Conflict 
    Chapter 11   WP   397-420      
 
 
March 26 (W)   Conflict Within States 
    Chapter 11   WP   420-443  



 
March 28 (F)   The Elements of State Power/New Military Capabilities 
    Chapter 12   WP   441-470 
 
     
March 31 (M)   The Security Dilemma of Coercive Diplomacy/Deterring Terrorism 
    Chapter 12   WP   471-484 
 
 
April 2 (W)   The Security Strategies of the Great Powers 
    Chapter 12   WP   485-501 
 
 
April 4 (F)   The Impact of Alliances:  Balance of Power 
    Chapter 13   WP   502-511 
 
 
April 7 (M)   Controlling Military Power: Arms Agreements 
    Chapter 13   WP   511-534    
 
 
April 9 (W)   International Law’s Role in the New World Order 
    Chapter 14   WP   535-553  
 
 
April 11 (F)   The Changing Role of International Organizations 
    Chapter 14   WP   554-564 
 
 
April 14 (M)   The Future of Political Integration 
    Chapter 14   WP   564-578 
 
 
April 16 (W)   Group Project Presentations (Groups 1-3) 
 
 
April 18 (F)   Group Project Presentations (Group 4-6) 
 
 
April 21 (M)   Group Project Presentations (Groups 7-8) 
    ***Written Group Project Papers are due today!*** 
 
 
April 23 (W)   The Foreign Policy Priorities of President McClobamkeeny 
 
 
April 25 (F)   Exam Review and Class Wrap-Up 

What Does the Future Hold? 
    Chapter 15   WP   579-608 
    ***Bring Exam Review Questions to Class!*** 
 
 

Final Exam:  (Wednesday) April 30, 2008 at 12:30pm in HSS 56 
 


