
Political Science 410 
The People, Politics and Culture of South Asia (South Asian Politics) 

 
Spring 2009 

 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday:  10:10-11:00am      HSS 113 
 
Will Jennings       Office Hours (also by appointment): 
africanpolitics@utk.edu (checked daily)   McClung Tower 1008E 
Office Phone:  974-7053     Tues./Th.:  9:45-12:00pm   
     
 
Purpose 
 This class is designed to be an introduction to the politics of South Asia.  It will give you an introduction to 
the myriad of cultural, religious, social, and historical factors that shape the modern states of India, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives.  This class will help you to understand the political dynamism of 
Indian democracy, the conflict over Kashmir, the civil wars in Sri Lanka and Nepal, and the important role that 
women play in South Asian society.  We will also discuss the contributions of South Asian diaspora in the 
Americas, Africa, and Europe. 
 
 
Expectations 
 Active participation in this class is a crucial component to overall success and a good grade.  Students 
will be expected to regularly (at least twice a week) keep up-to-date on the major issues affecting South Asia 
and the Global South as a whole.  This information will play an important role in your success on class 
exams and help you in achieving a good participation grade.  Attendance is required, and more than THREE 
unexcused absences will result in a lowered class grade.  Attendance will be taken at almost every class, and 
therefore coming to class late may result in your not being considered “present.” 
 
 
Required Textbooks 
Ganguly, Sumit and Neil DeVotta.  Understanding Contemporary India, 2003. (GD) 
Haqqani, Husain.  Pakistan:  Between Mosque and Military,  2005.  (H) 
 
 
 
Required Websites 
Afghanistan:  www.afghannews.net   (Kabul)  
Bangladesh:  www.bangladesh-web.com  (Dhaka) 
Bhutan:   www.bhutannewsonline.com  (Thimphu) 
Britain:   http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/ (London) 
India:   www.hindustantimes.com   (New Delhi) 
   http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ (New Delhi) 
Maldives:  www.topix.net/world/maldives  (Male) 
Nepal:   www.nepalnews.net   (Katmandu) 
Pakistan:  www.jang.com.pk/thenews  (Karachi) 
Sri Lanka:  www.infolanka.com/news  (Colombo)   
United Arab Emirates: www.gulf-news.com   (Abu Dhabi) 
United States:    www.nytimes.com, www.cnn.com,  www.wsj.com 
 
 
 
 
 



Graded Assignments and Course Requirements 
 Students will be expected to complete all readings by the date assigned.  In addition to the textbook, 
Understanding Contemporary India, we will also read and discuss Pakistan: Between Mosque and Military.  Students are 
required to keep up with major international new events from the required websites.  Exam questions will include 
information on major current events that we discuss in class, and your participation in class discussion and current events 
time will greatly benefit your overall grade.  In addition to a Midterm (March 4th) and Final (April 29th), you will have a 
participation grade, geography quiz (January 21st), Gandhi Viewing Sheets (February 13th) 
 
 
South Asian Geography Quiz  (10% of your grade—January 21st) 
 Attached to this syllabus is a map of South Asia with a list of major cities, capitals, and countries to memorize.  
The quiz will ask you to identify and label the bodies of water, countries, cities, and capitals on a blank map.  
 
 
Gandhi Viewing Sheets  (10% of your grade—February 13th) 
 While watching Gandhi in class you will be expected to fill out viewing sheets that ask questions about some of 
the historical and political events depicted in the movie.  The class will view the film in Hodges Library Viewing room 
on January 30, February 2, 6, 9.  Your Viewing Sheets are due on February 13th. 
 
 
Midterm Exam    (20% of your grade—March 4th) 

The midterm exam will cover information discussed in class from the beginning of the semester to the start of 
class on March 2nd.  It will include an essay plus a few short answer, multiple choice, and matching questions. 
 
 
Born into Brothels and Osama Reaction Essays  (12.5% each/25% total—Due on February 25th and April 6th) 
 After viewing each of these films in class you will be given a reaction topic on which to write an approximately 
two-page essay that pulls in your knowledge from class lecture and discussion into analyzing the film that you have just 
watched.  These essays are supposed to be 2 pages, double spaced with 1” margins, 12-point Times New Roman font, 
and a title page.  You shouldn’t need to use outside sources, but if you do, you must document them using parenthetical 
documentation. 
 
 
Final Exam     (20% of your grade—April 29th) 

The final exam on April 29th at 10:15am will be cumulative but will focus largely on the information covered 
after the midterm.  It will include a variety of different types of questions including short answer, identification, 
matching, and multiple choice, as well as a cumulative essay that may draw upon the knowledge you learned from 
checking the required websites. 
 
 
Participation   (15% of your grade) 
 Keeping up with the assigned reading, attending class, and regularly updating the class with news from the list 
of required South Asian news websites will ensure a good participation grade.  I have almost never failed a student who 
has attended more than 90% of class sessions.  However, students who miss more than ten unexcused class sessions 
will fail the course automatically.   

That being said, if you are deathly ill, or have just been informed of the death of a close relative, don’t come to 
class.  Bring a copy of your medical paperwork (with any personal information crossed out) or the obituary of your 
departed loved one (with the dates you missed class written on the paperwork) and the absence will be excused.  Getting 
excuses to me is your responsibility and they must be turned in by the last class session on April 23rd.  Use of your 
laptop for non-notetaking purposes, listening to an MP3 player, reading a non-Political Science 410 book or the 
Daily Beacon, or texting on/playing with your phone during class time will result in the forfeiture of 20% of your 
participation grade (equal to 3 points off your final average) for each infraction. 
 
 
 
 
 



Extra Credit   (+3.33% each, up to a maximum of 10% added to your Participation Grade) 
 Since awareness of South Asia and international culture is an important part of understanding and enjoying this 
class and being a scholar of international politics, you can benefit from attending university or community-sponsored 
international events.  These could include everything from scholarly lectures to foreign films and musical performances.  
Applicable events will be announced in class, and you should be able to fit one, two, or a maximum of three into your 
semester.  After attending the event you will need to write a 1-2 page description (double spaced with 1” margins, 12-
point Times New Roman font) of both what you saw and how it influenced your thinking about South Asian or 
international culture/politics/society. This will not substitute for missing a large number of classes, but will help if you 
are not speaking up much in class.   
 
 
Blackboard 
 By checking the grades posted on Blackboard, you will be able to keep up-to-date on your progress in the class.  
Grades will usually be posted on Blackboard about 1-2 days before being handed back in class.  You will also be 
informed of class schedule changes via Blackboard or email, as well as of pertinent announcements that will be posted on 
Blackboard. 
 
 
My Grading Scale 
93.00-99.99        A  In response to the Fall 2008 Grading Changes, my scale now reflects (-) grades. 
90.00-92.99 A-  It can be an Honor Code violation to divulge your scholarship status when  
87.00-89.99 B+  emailing a professor about final grades.  Don’t beg for a higher grade; accept what  
83.00-86.99 B  you get.  Unless you believe there has been a mathematical error, I generally don’t 
80.00-82.99 B-  respond to emails about grades.  The key to grades is hard work, participation, and 
77.00-79.99 C+  taking advantage of office hours if you are struggling with the material. 
73.00-76.99 C  . 
70.00-72.99 C- 
67.00-69.99 D+ 
63.00-66.99 D 
60.00-62.99 D- 
 
 
Policy on Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty 
 As defined in Hilltopics, “plagiarism is using the intellectual property or product of someone else without giving 
proper credit.”  I expect every student to live up to the UT Honor Code as amended in 1995 and to document all papers 
using either MLA, APA, or APSA parenthetical documentation.  I have caught and successfully prosecuted instances of 
plagiarism, and I am good at detecting it.  Don’t risk your college career in order to save a few minutes. 
 
 
Disability Assistance 
 Any student who feels that they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact 
me privately to discuss your specific needs.  Requests for the use of the Testing Center must be made at least one week 
prior to the midterm or final exam.  Please contact the Office of Disability Services at 865-974-6087 in Hoskins Library 
to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 
 
 
Writing Assistance and Office Hours 
 Sadly, only about one out of every four students takes advantage of professors’ office hours in order to discuss 
their academic progress.  My regular office hours are from 9:45-Noon on Tuesday/Thursday, if necessary I can also meet 
with students who contact me by email in my office from 11:15-Noon on MWF or by appointment at another time.  Also, 
the Writing Center in HSS 211 is open for extended hours to help you with essays.  They can be contacted at 974-2611 or 
at writingcenter@utk.edu.  They also have a Grammar Hotline at 974-2611 for help with grammar problems. 
 
 
 
 
 



Travel Advice 
 While South Asia is strife-torn in some areas, it is an increasingly popular destination for cultural tourism, 
wildlife viewing, and an amazing array of tropical beaches.  My life has been greatly enriched by visiting India and 
Nepal, and after you get over the shock of buying your plane ticket to get there, most countries can be very inexpensive 
vacation options.  Feel free to ask for my help in planning any South Asian trip or Study Abroad opportunity.  I have 
studied abroad in Greece as an undergraduate and spent most of 2002 at the University of Stellenbosch outside Cape 
Town, South Africa; you can access their website at www.sun.ac.za. 

 
 
 

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
 
January 7 (W)   Introduction to the Class and Expectations 
 
 
January 9 (F)   South Asia and the World 
    Ganguly, Sumit and Neil DeVotta (GD) xv-5   
 
 
January 12 (M) Geography of South Asia 
 GD 7-15 
   
 
January 14 (W) Early History and Civilization in South Asia 
 GD 17-33 
 
 
January 16 (F) The Role of Religion in South Asia 
 GD 191-207  
 
 
January 19 (M) No Class—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 
 
 
January 21 (W) Religion, continued 
 GD   207-229  
 ***Quiz on the Geography of South Asia*** 
 
 
January 23 (F) The Role of Caste in Indian Society 
 GD 231-253  
 
 
January 26 (M) British Colonialism in South Asia  
 GD 33-40 
  
 
January 28 (W) Nationalist Movements and the Rise of Gandhi  
 GD 41-61 
  
 
 



January 30 (F) Viewing of Gandhi 
 Hodges Library Viewing Room #213 
 
 
February 2 (M) Viewing of Gandhi 
 Hodges Library Viewing Room #253 
 
 
February 4 (W) Indian Politics from Independence to the Present  
 GD 63-73 
  
 
February 6 (F) Viewing of Gandhi 
 Hodges Library Viewing Room #213 
 
 
February 9 (M)    Viewing of Gandhi 
 Hodges Library Viewing Room #213 
  
 
February 11(W) Indian Politics, Continued  
 GD 73-87   
 
 
February 13 (F) Women and Development in South Asia 
 GD 137-156 
 ***Gandhi Viewing Sheets are Due!*** 
  
 
February 16 (M) Viewing of Born Into Brothels 
 Hodges Viewing Room #213 
 
 
February 18 (W) Viewing of Born Into Brothels 
 Hodges Viewing Room #213 
 
 
February 20 (F) Pakistani Politics from Inception to Division 
 Husain Haqqani (H) 1-50  
 
 
February 23 (M) Pakistani Politics, continued 
 H 51-86 
 
 
February 25 (W) The Politics of Bangladeshi Independence 
 H 87-129   
 ***Born into Brothels Reaction Essay Due*** 
 
 
February 27 (F) The Politics of Bhutan and Nepal 
  
 
 



March 2 (M) The Politics of Sri Lanka and the Maldives/Midterm Review 
 **Bring Questions for the Midterm Review** 
 
 
March 4 (W) Midterm Exam!! 
  
  
March 6 (F) International Relations of India 
 GD 93-109   
 
 
March 9 (M) The Kashmir Dispute and the International Relations of Pakistan 
  
   
 
March 11 (W) The Rise of Islam in Pakistani Politics 
 H   131-158 
 
  
March 13 (F)   Jihad in Afghanistan 
    H 159-197  
 
 
March 14-22 Spring Break!!! 
 
 
March 23 (M)   Nuclear Arms in South Asia and the Military Government in Pakistan 
 H 199-260 
 
 
March 25 (W)   The Rise of the Taliban and the War in Afghanistan 
 H 261-310 
 
 
March 27 (F)   The Future of Pakistani Politics and US-Pakistani Relations 
 H 311-329 
 
 
March 30 (M) Viewing of Osama 
 Hodges Viewing Room #213 
 
 
April 1 (W) Viewing of Osama 
 Hodges Viewing Room #213 
 
 
April 2 (Thursday)       Evening Meal at Sitar Indian Restaurant 

 [6004 Kingston Pike/East of Northshore Intersection] 
 
 
April 3 (F) The Political Economy of South Asia 
 GD 111-136  
 
 



April 6 (M)   Population Pressures and Urbanization in South Asia  
 GD 157-176 
 ***Osama Reaction Essay Due*** 
 
 
April 8 (W) Viewing of Thirty Days with your Outsourced Job  
 Hodges Viewing Room #213 
 
 
April 10 (F) No Class—Good Friday 
 
 
April 13 (T)   The Political Issue of Outsourcing; Discussion of 30 Days 
 
 
 
April 15 (W)   The Environmental Crisis in South Asia 
    GD 177-189  
  
 
April 17 (F) The Global South Asian Diaspora  
 
 
April 20 (M) The South Asian Diaspora in the United States (Continued) 
 
 
April 22 (W) South Asia and the United States:  Trends, Trouble, and Binding Alliances  
  
 
April 24 (F) Review for Final/Concluding Remarks 

 
 

 

Final Exam—Wednesday, April 29th at 10:15am in HSS 113 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Place Names for South Asian Geography Quiz 
 
 

Afghanistan     + (denotes capital) 
Kabul +      
Qandahar 

*The BJP government changed the  
Bangladesh      names of several major Indian cities  
Dhaka+      in the 1990s.  The old names are  
       in parentheses and the new  
Bhutan      names are listed on your map. 
Thimphu+ 
 
India* 
Ahmadabad      For the quiz you will be given a blank 
Mumbai  (Bombay)    map on which you will label and spell 
Bangalore      the twenty cities, countries or bodies  
Chennai (Madras)    of water called out by the instructor. 
Hyderabad 
Kolkata (Calcutta) 
New Delhi+ 
Srinagar 
Varanasi 
       Quiz on January 21st 
Maldives 
Male+ 
 
Pakistan 
Islamabad+ 
Karachi 
 
Sri Lanka 
Colombo+ 
 
Nepal 
Kathmandu 
 
 
Bodies of Water 
Gulf of Oman 
Arabian Sea 
Bay of Bengal 
 


