
Political Science 387 
The Howard Baker Center’s Junior Honors Seminar on Envisioning Africa’s Future 

Spring 2007 
 
 
Tuesday:  2:10-4:55pm                                             Ayres Hall 309B 
 
Will Jennings       Office Hours (also by appointment): 
wjenning@utk.edu (checked daily)         McClung Tower 1008E 
Office Phone:  974-7053          Tuesday/Thursday:   12:45-1:45pm 
             Monday/Wednesday:   1:20-2:20pm 
             Or by Appointment 
 
               
Purpose 

This class is not designed to be an overview of the politics of Africa, but rather a policy seminar designed 
to diagnose the ills of Africa and come up with concrete solutions to “Envision Africa’s Future.”  Our dual purpose 
it to assist the mission of the Baker Center Conference on Africa’s Future to be held in March.  Through observing 
and collaborating with the conference’s speakers, we will better assess the situation in Africa and develop coherent 
policy prescriptions for what ails Africa.  After successfully completing this class, you should be able to understand 
post-colonial Africa’s history, culture, and geography, and have a particular appreciation for the problems of 
nation-building, democratization, AIDS, and economic development that modern African states face.  The key to 
the long-term security of the United States, especially in the areas of energy and counter-terrorism, may very well 
rest with the world’s ability to bring security to this troubled and dynamic region. 
  
  
Expectations 
 This seminar is designed to mimic a graduate school class in function, expectation, and output.  The 
only difference is that the workload is about half of a normal graduate seminar.  You are expected to actively 
participate in every class session, and I should have no reason to ever doubt that you have completed the 
readings, which average between 75-150 pages per class.  I will take roll every class, but what is more 
important is that you actively engage in the discussion process every class.  This is especially important 
because the class is frequently led by your classmates, so you are not just letting me down with a lack of 
effort, but them as well. 
  
 
Required Texts 
Meredith, Martin.  The Fate of Africa:  A History of Fifty Years of Independence, 2005. (paperback) 
Hunter, Susan.  Black Death: AIDS in Africa, 2003. 
Barnett, Thomas.  The Pentagon’s New Map: War and Peace in the Twenty-First Century, 2004. 
Lake, Anthony and Christine Todd Whitman.  More than Humanitarianism: A Strategic U.S. Approach Toward  
 Africa, 2006. 
 
 
Required Websites 
American:    www.nytimes.com 
   www.cnn.com/world 
British:   http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/Africa 
Nigerian:  www.nigeriaworld.com 
South African:  www.iol.co.za 
African:  www.allafrica.com 
 
 
 



Graded Assignments and Course Requirements 
 Students will be expected to complete all readings by the date assigned. In addition to the four books, a few 
articles may be placed on reserve in Hodges Library.  Students are required to keep up with major international 
news events that relate to our study of African Politics.  There are seven grades for the course: a Midterm (March 
6th), a Final (May 8th), your role as a discussant for one class session, your overall participation/attendance, a 
conference journal, a geography quiz, and a research project. 
 
 
Discussant Assignment     (10%) 
 For the first two weeks we will adjust to the seminar’s discussion-led format.  After that, students are to 
sign up for a week where they will serve as discussion leader for forty-five minutes of the class.  As discussant, 
your role will be to pull out the main ideas for a portion of the readings and prepare a list of 7-10 discussion topics 
to use as you direct your colleagues on that day’s topics.  My role will be to facilitate the discussant if they run into 
problems, and then to cover other information from that day’s readings.  
 
 
Geography Quiz     (5%--January 30th) 
 It is difficult to understand the problems that Africa face, if you don’t have at least a basic appreciation for 
Africa’s geography and state boundaries.  On January 30th you will be given a blank map of Africa and asked to 
label twenty-five countries, capitals, cities, or lakes that I will read out to you.  Attached to the syllabi you will find 
a list of the items on the quiz and a blank and labeled map of Africa. 
 
 
Mid-Term Exam      (15%--March 6th) 

The mid-term will be largely essay-based, but will also include a few short answer and multiple choice 
questions. 
 
 
Executive Summary of the Baker Conference   (10%--April 3rd) 
 As a part of participating in this course, you will be expected to attend the Baker Center Conference on 
Africa’s Future in March.  You should record your reactions to the speakers; what strikes you as interesting or off-
the-wall; what is feasible, etc.  Then type up your reactions in a 5-page executive summary of the conference, 
double-spaced, with 1” margins, and 12-point Times New Roman font.  Your executive summary is due April 3rd. 
 
 
Research Project     (20%--April 24th) 
 One of the primary purposes of 387 is to prepare you for writing an Honors Thesis next year.  Therefore, it 
is important to include a research assignment which if executed properly, could form the preliminary piece of that 
research. 
  For this assignment I expect you to select a topic of interest to you in the areas of African Politics that we 
have covered in class.  It can be political, cultural, or economic in scope, but it must relate to the core mission of the 
course.  You may select a historical event, African leader, health crisis, or development or economic breakthrough, 
among other topics—as long as the issue or event has a significant impact in shaping Africa’s future. 
 The project is to be 10-12 pages in length and should be turned in using MLA, APA, or APSA citations, 1” 
margins, and 12-point Times New Roman font. 
 Students are required to meet with me during office hours to discuss their ideas, preferably beginning in  
mid-February.  You will then turn in a rough outline of your project on March 20th and present some of your 
findings to the class on April 24th, when the written project is due. 
 
 
Final Exam       (20%--May 8th) 

The final exam on May 8th at 2:45pm will be cumulative but will focus largely on information covered after 
the mid-term.  It will include a variety of question formats including short-answer, identification, matching, and 
multiple-choice, but will largely consist of several essay questions. 



Attendance/Participation     (20%) 
 Keeping up with the assigned reading, attending class, and regularly checking the list of required news websites 
will ensure a good participation grade.  If you are deathly ill or have just been informed of the death of a close relative, 
don’t come to class.  Bring a copy of your medical paperwork (personal information crossed out) or the obituary of your 
departed loved one and the absence will be excused.  I don’t anticipate that attendance will be a problem in an Honors 
Seminar, but if you miss more than four class sessions for unexcused absences you will be failed automatically.  
Additionally, use of your laptop for non-academic purposes, listening to an MP3 player, or texting on your phone 
during class time will result in the forfeiture of one-fourht of your participation grade for each infraction. 
 
 
Extra Credit  (+.66% to a maximum of 2.00% added to your participation grade) 
 Since awareness of international culture is an important part of understanding and enjoying this class and being a 
scholar of international politics, you can benefit from attending university or community-sponsored international events.  
These could include everything from scholarly lectures on Africa to African films and musical performances.  
Appropriate events will be announced in class, and you should be able to fit one, two, or a maximum of three into your 
semester.  After attending the event you will need to write a one-page description of both what you saw and how it 
influenced your thinking about international culture/politics/society.  You may turn in extra-credit immediately following 
the event, or up until the last day of class on April 24th.  These extra-credit points will benefit your participation grade, 
but will in no way substitute for class absences. 
 
 
Blackboard 
 By checking the grades posted on Blackboard, you will be able to keep up-to-date on your progress in the class.  
Grades will usually be posted on Blackboard about 1-2 days before being handed back in class.  You will also be 
informed of class schedule changes via Blackboard or email, as well as of pertinent announcements that will be posted on 
Blackboard. 
 
My Grading Scale 
90-100 A It can be an Honor Code violation to divulge your scholarship status when emailing a 

professor about final grades.  Don’t beg for a higher grade; accept what you get.  Unless 
you believe there has been a mathematical error, I generally don’t respond to emails 
questioning final grades.  The keys to a high grade are hard work, participation, and 
taking advantage of office hours if you are struggling with the material. 

87-89.99 B+ 
80-86.99 B 
77-79.99 C+ 
70-76.99 C 
60-69.99 D 
 
Policy on Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty 
 As defined in Hilltopics, “plagiarism is using the intellectual property or product of someone else without giving 
proper credit.”  I expect every student to live up to the UT Honor Code (as amended in 1995) and to document all papers 
using MLA, APSA, or APA parenthetical documentation styles.  I have caught and successfully prosecuted instances of 
plagiarism, and I am good at detecting it.  Don’t risk your college career in order to save yourself a few minutes. 
 
My Assistance 
 Sadly, only about one out of every four students takes advantage of professors’ office hours in order to discuss 
their academic progress.  Feel free to use my office hours listed on the front page of this syllabus or make an appointment 
by contacting me by email.  You should definitely meet with me on at least one occasion about your project, and also 
before your role as a discussant. 
 
Travel Advice 
 A large part of understanding the complexities of a world shaped by globalization is to travel and use your eyes 
and ears to detect the subtle changes reshaping humanity.  The department sponsors an amazing Mini-Term trip to China 
and is likely to offer other opportunities next summer.  I am happy to offer advice or assistance with Study Abroad 
opportunities and can recommend inexpensive trips to the Global South as well.  I have taken advantage of several such 
opportunities, traveling with a UNC History Department program to Greece during the Summer of 1995, a USC Political 
Science Program to Cameroon during the summer of 1999, and a Fulbright Project in South Korea in 2001.  Most 
recently, I spent most of 2002 at the University of Stellenbosch outside Cape Town, South Africa, whose website you 
can access at www.sun.ac.za. 



Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
 
January 16  Introduction to the Seminar/Introduction to Africa 
    Meredith (M)  p. 1-29 
    Barnett (B)  p. 1-8 
    Lake and Whitman (L)  p. xiii-27 
    Hunter (H)  p. 1-15 
    
 
January 23  Africa from 1950-1962: The Fight for Indepedence and its Aftermath 
    M  p. 58-178 
 
 
January 30  Africa from 1962-1980: Tyrants, Emperors, and Disaffected Democrats 
    M  p. 179-328 
   **Geography Quiz Today!** 
 
 
February 6  Africa in the 1980s:  Famine, AIDS, and the Lost Decade 
    M  p. 331-440 
 
 
February 13  Africa in the 1990s: Genocide, Blood Diamonds, and Blackhawk Down 
  M  p. 443-573 
 
 
February 20  New Rule Sets and the Lesser-Includeds 
    Barnett  p. 9-154 
 
 
February 27  Disconnectedness and the New Ordering Principle 
 B  p. 154-294 
 
 
March 6  The Global Transaction Strategy and Hope Without Guarantees 
    B  p. 295-383 
   **Midterm Exam from 3:40-4:55pm** 
 
 
March 13   **No Class—Spring Break!!** 
 
 
March 20 Democratization, Energy, and Security 
  Lake  p. 28-61 
  M  p. 574-616 
 **Turn in outline of your research project!** 
 
 
March 27 Peacekeeping, Investment, and the Future of Southern Africa 
  L  p. 617-688 
  M p. 77-104 
 
 



 
             April 3 The HIV/AIDS Pandemic 

 L  p. 62-76 
 Hunter  p. 1-75  
     **Conference Journal Due Today!** 
 
 
April 10 Effects of the Pandemic on African Society 
 H  p. 77-146 
 
 
April 17 The Evolution of AIDS in Africa 
  H  p. 147-225 
 
 
April 24 Wrap-Up and Policy Prescriptions 
  L  p. 105-126 
 **Research Project Due Today!**  
  
 

Final Exam—May 8th at 2:45pm!! 
 
 
 
 


